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A Score of First Books 

Death to an old man, living in his memories, 

Is like an enemy, familiar and yet feared. 
Grasping at his white hairs, it will break the back of him; 
It will drink the soul of him, and fumble round his beard. 
It will drink the soul of him 
Like a draught of whiskey. 
Taking his memories 

From his old white beard. 

These "first books," winging in from all points of the 
compass, present a good deal of talent, of promise. But the 
keenest critic can not tell which of the young poets they in- 
troduce will persist to even approximate fulfilment. 

H. M. 



CORRESPONDENCE 

A WORD OF PROTEST 

Editors of poetry: May I venture to comment, through 
the medium of your correspondence section, on Miss Mon- 
roe's review of the Others Anthology for igigf 

I cannot think that Miss Monroe would wish to have 
one sentence, in particular, stand unchallenged: "Poetry 
. . . having published all but four of the twenty-six poets 
represented before ever they became 'others'." 

In the first six months of 1919, Others (the magazine) 
brought out Evelyn Scott and Haniel Long, and printed 
Lola Ridge and Emanuel Carnevali, who up to that time 
had not appeared in Poetry. Altogether, I would estimate 
that Poetry published all but seventeen. 
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POETRY: A Magazine oj Verse 

1 am inclined to think that Miss Monroe intended, in- 
stead of "published," to say, "received manuscripts from." 
It is not improbable that all of the twenty-six poets in the 
anthology submitted manuscripts to Poetry in their "proud- 
spirited youth." 

It would seem that Miss Monroe would be rather apolo- 
getic than arrogant toward Others, a magazine with no 
endowment whatever, which has yet managed to publish first 
T. S. Eliot's Portrait of a Lady, Rhapsody on a Windy 
Night, Preludes, and Wallace Stevens' Peter Quince at the 
Clavier. There are many others, most of which may be 
found in Miss Monroe's anthology. The New Poetry. 

I had hoped for a more dignified review than this. It 
seems a bit gratuitous for the editor of a magazine of the 
standing of Poetry to institute invidious comparisons be- 
tween Poetry and another magazine which has apparently 
gone under. 

Let Miss Monroe remember that there is still "proud- 
spirited youth" in this country, and such ungenerous guer- 
rilla politics as this will not help to reconcile it to the short- 
comings of her magazine. John W. Crawford 

Note by the Editor: Mr. Crawford is mistaken in cenain of his 
details, for five of the six poets he mentions were published in 
Poetry from one to five years before 1919. In the case of Evelyn 
Scott the editor, was mistaken. 

But all that, as he insists, is not important. What is important, 
and much to be regretted, is that the review of the Others anthology 
in our December number should have seemed "arrogant" — indeed, 
"ungenerous guerilla politics" — when no irritation was felt or in- 
tended. Indeed, this eight-page article, unusually long and de- 
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A Word of Pro /(-si 



tailed considering our space, was supposed to be extremely com- 
plimentary ! 

In September, 1915, Poetry offered the glad hand of welcome 
to the new-born Others, saying: "It is the little magazines 
which should be encouraged and subscribed for. The great maga- 
zines are mostly engaged in the same game — that of getting 
a million readers. But each little magazine represents someone's 
enthusiasm for a cause or an art. It represents self-sacrifice, 
courage, some vital principle." From that time until now. Poetry 
has frequently complimented Others as the most vital and interest- 
ing of its contemporaries. We have deeply regretted that no en- 
lightened New Yorker offered to serve the art by financing the 
magazine, and that therefore its career was lamentably brief. An 
open forum for radical experiment is almost a necessity to the 
healthful progress of any art. One organ, whether perfect or im- 
perfect, is not enough — there should be Others. 



NOTES 

Mr. Max Michelsen, formerly of Chicago, but now a resident 
of Seattle, has been a frequent contributor to Poetry and other 
special magazines. 

Mr. Harold Monro, of London, is well known as the author of 
a number of books of verse, of which Trees and Strange Meetings 
are the latest; and as editor of The Chap-book and proprietor of 
the Poetry Book-shop, which is a publishing house as well as a 
familiar rendezvous for poets. 

Mr. Horace Holley, of New York, is the author of Divinations 
and Creation (Mitchell Kennerley) and of other books, both verse 
and prose. 

Mr. Clinton Scollard, of Clinton, N. Y., is the author of numer- 
ous books of verse. 

Frances Shaw (Mrs. Howard Van D.), of Chicago, is the author 
of Songs of a Baby's Day (A. C. McClurg & Co.) and of a small 
privately printed volume, Ragdale Poems. 

Miss Genevieve Taggard, now of New York, has spent most of 
her life in Hawaii, going thence to Berkeley, a few years ago, where 
she studied for three years. She is now interested, with a few 
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